
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Teacher marking and assessment pack 

 

 Understanding AQA AO’s 

 

 Exemplar marking 

 

 Model answers 
 



Literature - AO1 

 

Read, understand and respond to 
texts. Students should be able to: 
 
• maintain a critical style and 
develop an informed personal 
response (this means the 
student’s response to the text – 
the extent to which they 
understand the text and its 
meaning(s) to them as reader) 
 
• use textual references, including quotations, to support and illustrate    
interpretations. (this means the student’s response to the task – the extent to which 
they produce a coherent response, supported with references to the text.) 

 

Examples of hitting AO1 

AO1: clear response to task: Lady Macbeth describes Duncan’s entrance as ‘fatal’ 
straight after hearing he will be coming to her castle, which shows power because 
she is capable of making instant decisions. 

AO1: Relevant use of direct On the one hand Shakespeare might be showing her to 
be a powerful woman, capable of selling her soul to the ‘dunnest smoke of hell’ in 
order to get what she wants. 

AO1: direct references to quotations to support response. He uses examples of 
direct address: ‘My dear Scrooge, how are you?’ in order to highlight how unusual it 
would be for anyone to address Scrooge like this. This is then summarised by stating 
that Scrooge doesn’t want to be sociable and in fact likes his isolation: it was the 
very thing he liked. 

AO1: clear focus on task, relevant example with good use of direct reference. Arthur 
Birling explains the family’s philosophy when he says ‘a man has to mind his own 
business and look after himself and his own’ which suggests that he feels that he 
only has responsibility for his own family and himself. 
 

  



Language – AO2  

Explain, comment on and analyse how writers use language and 
structure to achieve effects and influence readers, using 
relevant subject terminology to support their views. (this means 
A notional hierarchy – simple descriptive statements, 
descriptions elaborated with reference to how they work, and 
linkages between writing and its results. 

 

PAPER 1 - Explorations in creative reading and writing 

Q2 Language - Comment, Explain, Argue (P E E ) and  

Q3 Structure - Comment, Explain, Analyse, (P E E ) 

 It is now the case that “language” as a focus for analysis is more broadly defined to allow 
students to include a number of aspects from words through to sentence forms. This 
requires comment, explanation, analysis in relation to any given student’s skills ability. It also 
requires students to use appropriate terminology in order to facilitate their answers and 
show their degree of skill. 

 You could include the writer’s choice of: • words and phrases • language features and 
techniques • sentence forms. 

Sample Student Response:  

The second short sentence creates a tense atmosphere and a sense of anticipation as ‘it would be 
dark by four’ suggesting the dark holds something unexpected which will causes the reader to 
believe the day will continue to evolve and become very dramatic when it is dark. Du Maurier 
creates the day as omnipotent and intrusive as she uses the verb ‘penetrated’ which suggests there 
is no escape from the menacing day. 

 

 

PAPER 2 - Writers’ viewpoints and perspectives 

Q3 Language - Comment, Explain and Analyse ( P E E )  

 Use details from both sources. Write a summary of the differences between 
 A student might prepare for this by text marking differences (or similarities on other 

occasions), or listing them for themselves: • things I learn about Eddie • things I learn about 
Henry. Then, in writing the summary, the student has the flexibility to intertwine 
differences, or more simply begin with Eddie, and saying, through a connecting statement 
(for example: On the other hand, or In contrast) how Henry is different. 

Sample Student Response:  

Whereas Henry is having a very uncomfortable time at boarding school, ‘our bread is nearly black’, 
suggesting they have very scarce or low quality food but Henry works hard and looks after himself 
unlike Eddie. Henry also does not have his father’s support as Eddie does. Eddie just ignores his 
father as he comes into the room but Henry is pleading to see his father at all. ‘If God permit me to 
live as long,’ this shows that Henry is basically saying how desperate he is! This contrasts with Eddie, 
who doesn’t realise how lucky he is! 


