
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Teacher Booklet – annotated/model answers 

Explorations in creative reading for Paper 1 

 

Unit: Gothic – LANGUAGE skills base  

 

 

 

  



 

Lesson 01 – Comprehension -The Woman in Black – Susan Hill 
1. Where did the sound come from? 

2. Who was used to travelling in the mist? 

3. What did travellers often carry? 

4. Why was the narrator confused about the sound? 

5. What did the narrator hear next? 

6. And how did it make them feel? 

7. What was hard to decipher? 

8. Where did this sound come from? 

9. How did this make the narrator feel? 

10. What did the narrator suddenly realise? 

11. Where had the travellers/carriage fell? 

12. What was happening to the carriage and how was it happening? 

  

Lesson 02 – Inference and Deduction (AO1)-Wuthering Heights - Author: Emily Bronte 
1) What had the voice waited for in 20 years? 

2) What do you think was the other side of the window? 

3) What made the narrator cruel? 

4) What was the weather like at the start of the extract? 

5) Why was the narrator scared? 

 

Lesson 03 – Language Analysis – Character (AO2/1)-NORTHANGER ABBEY-By Jane 
Austen (1803) 

 How does the writer use language to describe Catherine’s feelings/emotions in this extract 
and what does it tell the reader about her? 

 

Lesson 04 – Analysis – Mood/atmosphere (AO2/1)-THE CASTLE OF OTRANTO -  HORACE 
WALPOLE. 

 What atmosphere is created in this extract and how does the author use language to 
establish mood and atmosphere. 

 
Lesson 05 – Structure (AO2) - The Monk - M. G. Lewis 

 How has the author structured the text to bring it to life for the reader? 
 
 
Lesson 06 – Evaluate (A04) – The Picture of Dorian Gray - Oscar Wilde 

 A student, having read this section of the text said: I really felt as if I was in the room with 
Dorian Gray ……… To what extent do you agree and why?  

 
Lesson 08 – Compare Writers’ Ideas (AO1/O3)- 

 Compare how the poet uses literary devices to present attitudes/feelings of fear 
  



Lesson 03 – Analysis – Character (AO2/1) 

NORTHANGER ABBEY-By Jane Austen (1803) 
 

Catherine's heart beat quick, but her courage did not fail her. With a cheek flushed by hope, and an eye 

straining with curiosity, her fingers grasped the handle of a drawer and drew it forth. It was entirely empty. 

With less alarm and greater eagerness she seized a second, a third, a fourth; each was equally empty. 

Not one was left unsearched, and in not one was anything found. Well read in the art of concealing a 

treasure, the possibility of false linings to the drawers did not escape her, and she felt round each with 

anxious acuteness in vain. The place in the middle alone remained now unexplored; and though she 

had "never from the first had the smallest idea of finding anything in any part of the cabinet, and was not 

in the least disappointed at her ill success thus far, it would be foolish not to examine it thoroughly while 

she was about it." It was some time however before she could unfasten the door, the same difficulty 

occurring in the management of this inner lock as of the outer; but at length it did open; and not vain, as 

hitherto, was her search; her quick eyes directly fell on a roll of paper pushed back into the further part 

of the cavity, apparently for concealment, and her feelings at that moment were indescribable. Her heart 

fluttered, her knees trembled, and her cheeks grew pale. She seized, with an unsteady hand, the 

precious manuscript, for half a glance sufficed to ascertain written characters; and while she 

acknowledged with awful sensations this striking exemplification of what Henry had foretold, resolved 

instantly to peruse every line before she attempted to rest. 

 

The dimness of the light her candle emitted made her turn to it with alarm; but there was no danger of 

its sudden extinction; it had yet some hours to burn; and that she might not have any greater difficulty in 

distinguishing the writing than what its ancient date might occasion, she hastily snuffed it. Alas! It was 

snuffed and extinguished in one. A lamp could not have expired with more awful effect. Catherine, for a 

few moments, was motionless with horror. It was done completely; not a remnant of light in the wick 

could give hope to the rekindling breath. Darkness impenetrable and immovable filled the room. A violent 

gust of wind, rising with sudden fury, added fresh horror to the moment.  

 

How does the writer use language to describe Catherine’s 
feelings/emotions in this extract, and what does it tell the reader 
about her? 

 

  

Commented [FR1]: Catherine is obviously nervous, her 
‘heart beat quick’ suggesting she was looking for 
something without the owner’s knowledge. The verb 
‘beat’ has connotations of her heart pounding against 
her chest telling the reader she was panicky and 
behaving out of character.  
 

Commented [FR2]: The author has also used nouns 
such as ‘courage’ illustrating Catherine’s bravery and 
daring actions, possibly a quality not often found in 
women of the 1800’s 

Commented [FR3]: Austen goes on to confirm this by 
describing her as ‘quick eyes’, ‘eagerness’ and 
‘straining with curiosity’. 

Commented [FR4]: All of those actions suggest she 
was determined to discover the hidden item, but even in 
this haste she is being careful; Austen’s choice of 
language suggests Catherine is intelligent and can act 
quickly under the stressful conditions. This could lead a 
reader to feel she is resolute and strong-minded in 
getting to the bottom of her dilemma. 

Commented [FR5]: (see next comment … this follows the 
hastily …. and with an ‘unsteady hand’ 
Whilst the character may be feeling courageous in her 
actions, she is aware that at any moment she could be 
caught or discovered. The verb ‘hastily’ suggests a 
hurried action, whilst ‘unsteady’ highlights her hands 
were shaking. Eventually Catherine is ‘motionless with 
horror’ again highlighting that her actions are something 
not in her character to do (to be deceitful). 

Commented [FR6]: Finally, even though Catherine is 
brave in her situation, she shows signs of being anxious 
or worried, this can be seen in Austen’s choices such as 
‘she hastily snuffed it’ 



 


