
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Section A – Modern Text 

• Those that included embedded quotations (AO1) 

• Candidates who grasped that the writer makes 

purposeful choices (and for specific effect) (AO2) 

• Those who simply really KNEW the text well and 

were able to provide extensive detail (AO2) 

• Contextual comments that were embedded rather 

than tagged on to the end of paragraphs (AO3) 

• Responses became exploratory when candidates 

considered modern context and/or considered 

different interpretations/perspectives (AO3). 

 

Section B – Anthology Poetry* 
 

• Those that outlined points of comparison straight away (AO1) 

• Those who could interweave concepts and ideas (not tagging on irrelevant 

context) (AO2) 

• Those who had an awareness of poets’ motivations (AO3). 

 

Section C – Unseen Poetry 

• Those that looked at both language AND structure (one of the highest Level 3 

responses marked by the Paper 2 representative had consisted of just one very 

good paragraph on language and one on structure, so perhaps this would be a 

good format to teach it in). 

• Top responses included lots of modal verbs ‘This could indicate…’ ‘This may 

be…’ 

• Those that included embedded quotations. 
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*NB: If a student does not compare at all, place the response in a band, as you usually would, and 
then half the AO1 marks. 

 

Paper 2 Modern texts and poetry 

Top answers included 

the following… 
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Top Tips for Students from AQA (Report on the Examination) 

• Know the text. If you know the text well you will be 
able to demonstrate this knowledge and 
understanding in the exam. The text should be the 
focus. 

• Answer the question. Perhaps underline the key foci 
before you start.  Make sure you’ve read the 
question accurately. 

• Demonstrate your knowledge of the text by 
‘pointing’ to particular moments. If you use a direct 
reference, make sure it’s relevant to your answer, 
and that you can say something useful about it. You 
don’t get extra marks for more quotations, but you 
do get more marks for making plenty of interesting 
comments about the references you have selected. 

• Focus on the range of things that the writer might 
have done on purpose during the process of putting 
the text together. 

• Using the writer’s name can help you to think about 
the text as a conscious construct and will keep 
reminding you that the author deliberately put the 
text together. 

• Link your comments on contextual factors / ideas to 
the text. Remember that context informs, but should 
never dominate, your reading of the text. The text 
comes first. 

• Read the unseen poem and make sure you get a 
sense of the overall point first. Select three or four 
key things to focus your attention on. 

• Manage your time effectively. Don’t spend too much 
time on the final question as it is only worth 8 marks. 
Remember that this task asks you to compare 
methods, so make sure you focus your attention on 
the similarities / differences between what the two 
poets have done to make meaning. 

 

Paper 2 Modern texts and poetry 


