
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Teacher marking and assessment pack 

 

Understanding AQA AO’s 

 
 



Literature - AO1 

 

Read, understand and respond to 
texts. Students should be able to: 
 
• maintain a critical style and 
develop an informed personal 
response (this means the 
student’s response to the text – 
the extent to which they 
understand the text and its 
meaning(s) to them as reader) 
 
• use textual references, including quotations, to support and illustrate    
interpretations. (this means the student’s response to the task – the extent to which 
they produce a coherent response, supported with references to the text.) 

 

Examples of hitting AO1 

AO1: clear response to task: Lady Macbeth describes Duncan’s entrance as ‘fatal’ 
straight after hearing he will be coming to her castle, which shows power because 
she is capable of making instant decisions. 

AO1: Relevant use of direct On the one hand Shakespeare might be showing her to 
be a powerful woman, capable of selling her soul to the ‘dunnest smoke of hell’ in 
order to get what she wants. 

AO1: direct references to quotations to support response. He uses examples of 
direct address: ‘My dear Scrooge, how are you?’ in order to highlight how unusual it 
would be for anyone to address Scrooge like this. This is then summarised by stating 
that Scrooge doesn’t want to be sociable and in fact likes his isolation: it was the 
very thing he liked. 

AO1: clear focus on task, relevant example with good use of direct reference. Arthur 
Birling explains the family’s philosophy when he says ‘a man has to mind his own 
business and look after himself and his own’ which suggests that he feels that he 
only has responsibility for his own family and himself. 
 



Literature – AO2 

Analyse the language, form and structure 
used by a writer to create meanings and 
effects, using relevant subject terminology 
where appropriate. (this means AO focuses on writer’s  
craft: how the writer has communicated meanings to 
the reader. Ideally students will use subject  
terminology as a ‘shorthand’ to scaffold their  
analysis of craft 
  

 

 

Examples of hitting AO2 

 

AO2: structural comment. However, Sheila and Eric do recognise that they have 
behaved badly by the end of the play. 

AO2: understanding of effects of form on meaning with relevant use of terminology. 
Although the monologue is supposed to replicate a conversation, there is no 
opportunity for his listener to speak – Browning writes the monologue to show the 
Duke’s self-obsession and that he is not interested in anyone’s views other than his 
own. 

Focus on writer’s use of language (A02). The contrast between the parent and the 
child is shown through the language used to describe them; the mother’s mouth 
‘rounds in surprise’ whereas the daughter is ‘pumping, pumping for your life’ 

Beginning to develop a detailed response to how ideas are communicated through 
language (AO2).  The use of repetition in ‘pumping, pumping’ suggests the 
daughter’s desire for independence and freedom, with ‘for your life’ used 
ambiguously to suggest that the daughter is not only desperate to learn to ride a 
bike, but also to be an independent person in the world, leading her own ‘life’ 

 

 

 

 

 

  



Literature – AO3 

Show understanding of the relationships 
between texts and the contexts in which they 
were written (this means AO3 is the  
understanding of the  
relationship 
between the ideas in the text and the 
contexts of the text, such as: 
• the context in which the text was written 
• the context within which the text is set 
(location/social structures and features/ 
cultural contexts/periods in time) 
• literary contexts such as genres 
• the contexts in which texts are engaged 
with by different audiences. 
 
 
 
 
AO3: direct references linked to interpretation, understanding of contextual ideas. 
Ozymandias might have had ‘cold command’ of his ‘lands’, just like the Duke ‘gave 
commands’. Both poets are concerned with the effects of power and how in the 
wrong hands it corrupts. 
 
AO3: thoughtful and developed response to task and text, focus on writer’s use of 
character and contextual factors and therefore Priestley is suggesting that it is the 
younger generation that have the responsibility for adopting more socialist principles. 
Through their attitudes Priestley suggests that socialism is the modern way and that 
it is young people who will change society for the better 
 
AO3: clear understanding of context informs response to task. that Scrooge finally 
realises that his loneliness and isolation from society will lead to nothing but misery. 
He has been shown lots of examples of the warmth and happiness of social people 
such as the Cratchitts, and also been reminded of how happy he used to be as a 
member of society, before greed and loneliness made him ‘cold 
 
AO3: understanding of Lady Macbeth as a female in the context of this world. 
Perhaps Shakespeare is suggesting that Lady Macbeth is powerful in some ways but 
not others; she is determined and strong when she needs to be, but also feels that 
she has to completely get rid of her femaleness in order to be able to be strong in a 
man’s world 
  



Literature – AO4 

 
Use a range of vocabulary and sentence 
structures for clarity, purpose and effect, with 
accurate spelling and punctuation. (This AO focuses on the  
student’s use of technical accuracy to communicate ideas to 
the reader.) 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



Language – AO1  

 

Identify and interpret explicit and implicit information 
and ideas. Select and synthesise evidence from 
different texts. (this means Identify suggests retrieving 
data or facts; interpret includes working with more 
complex material – reading for inference and 
comprehension. Select and synthesise include bringing 
material together to create new material and 
summarising with understanding. 

 

PAPER 1 - Explorations in creative reading and writing 

Q1 

• List four things from this part of the text about 

• Identify explicit information 

• Identify explicit ideas 
 
 
 

PAPER 2 - Writers’ viewpoints and perspectives 

Q1 

• Find four statements below which are TRUE. 

• Identify explicit information 

• Identify explicit ideas 

and 

Q2 – Summarise – Identify and Interpret (point with quote, interpret, point with quote, interpret, 
link)  

➢ Use details from both sources. Write a summary of the differences between 
➢ A student might prepare for this by text marking differences (or similarities on other 

occasions), or listing them for themselves: • things I learn about Eddie • things I learn about 
Henry. Then, in writing the summary, the student has the flexibility to intertwine 
differences, or more simply begin with Eddie, and saying, through a connecting statement 
(for example: On the other hand, or In contrast) how Henry is different. 
 

Sample Student Response:  

Whereas Henry is having a very uncomfortable time at boarding school, ‘our bread is nearly black’, 
suggesting they have very scarce or low quality food but Henry works hard and looks after himself 
unlike Eddie. Henry also does not have his father’s support as Eddie does. Eddie just ignores his 
father as he comes into the room but Henry is pleading to see his father at all. ‘If God permit me to 
live as long,’ this shows that Henry is basically saying how desperate he is! This contrasts with Eddie, 
who doesn’t realise how lucky he is! 



Language – AO2  

Explain, comment on and analyse how writers use language and 
structure to achieve effects and influence readers, using 
relevant subject terminology to support their views. (this means 
A notional hierarchy – simple descriptive statements, 
descriptions elaborated with reference to how they work, and 
linkages between writing and its results. 

 

PAPER 1 - Explorations in creative reading and writing 

Q2 Language - Comment, Explain, Argue (P E E ) and  

Q3 Structure - Comment, Explain, Analyse, (P E E ) 

➢ It is now the case that “language” as a focus for analysis is more broadly defined to allow 
students to include a number of aspects from words through to sentence forms. This 
requires comment, explanation, analysis in relation to any given student’s skills ability. It also 
requires students to use appropriate terminology in order to facilitate their answers and 
show their degree of skill. 

➢ You could include the writer’s choice of: • words and phrases • language features and 
techniques • sentence forms. 

Sample Student Response:  

The second short sentence creates a tense atmosphere and a sense of anticipation as ‘it would be 
dark by four’ suggesting the dark holds something unexpected which will causes the reader to 
believe the day will continue to evolve and become very dramatic when it is dark. Du Maurier 
creates the day as omnipotent and intrusive as she uses the verb ‘penetrated’ which suggests there 
is no escape from the menacing day. 

 

 

PAPER 2 - Writers’ viewpoints and perspectives 

Q3 Language - Comment, Explain and Analyse ( P E E )  

➢ Use details from both sources. Write a summary of the differences between 
➢ A student might prepare for this by text marking differences (or similarities on other 

occasions), or listing them for themselves: • things I learn about Eddie • things I learn about 
Henry. Then, in writing the summary, the student has the flexibility to intertwine 
differences, or more simply begin with Eddie, and saying, through a connecting statement 
(for example: On the other hand, or In contrast) how Henry is different. 

Sample Student Response:  

Whereas Henry is having a very uncomfortable time at boarding school, ‘our bread is nearly black’, 
suggesting they have very scarce or low quality food but Henry works hard and looks after himself 
unlike Eddie. Henry also does not have his father’s support as Eddie does. Eddie just ignores his 
father as he comes into the room but Henry is pleading to see his father at all. ‘If God permit me to 
live as long,’ this shows that Henry is basically saying how desperate he is! This contrasts with Eddie, 
who doesn’t realise how lucky he is! 



Language – AO3 

Compare writers’ ideas and perspectives, as well as how 
these are conveyed, across two or more texts. (this means 
Comparison: of content and form. From identification of 
main similarities  and differences through to sustained, 
detailed, evaluative and interwoven responses. 

 

PAPER 1 - Explorations in creative reading and writing 

AO3 is NOT Tested on Paper 1 

 

 

 

PAPER 2 - Writers’ viewpoints and perspectives 

Q4 – compare writers’ ideas and viewpoints, and how they are shown 

➢ How does Henry use language to try to influence his father? 
➢ this question again assesses language and structure, 

 

Sample Student Response:  

He uses proper nouns such as “August’, “October’ and Xmas’ as well as “Cotherstone’ and ‘Islington’ 
to create a sense of time and place and emphasise to his father the length of time they have been 
apart and the distance between them. He adds to this with……………. 

Henry uses direct address to his father which suggests familiarity, “you will not let …’, ‘you will let 

me come home’ and shows how his future is in the hands of his father, but this is also contrasted 

with a much more distant and formal mode of address, ‘my dear Father’………………… 

The formal tone is continued in complex phrases such as ‘If you recollect’, ‘pray don’t mention’, ‘I 

assure you’ and ‘would be obliged’ which are like persuasive, rhetorical devices designed to make 

the letter a very polite and respectful request…………………. 

Henry also uses simple descriptive to point out the faults of his school, ‘nearly black,’, ‘worst Barley 

Meal’, ‘stuffed with chaff’. However, he goes on to use a rather hyperbolic simile ‘used more like 

Bears … Christians’ to try and convince his father they are being treated inhumanely,…………….. 

  



Language – AO4 

Evaluate texts critically and support this with 
appropriate textual references. (this means 
Requirement for a personal judgement which is 
informed and evidenced through references to the 
text. Involves a degree of summation and 
detachment. Taking an overview from a critical 
distance. 

PAPER 1 - Explorations in creative reading and writing 

Q4 – Evaluate – Make a personal judgement with references 

➢ The question requires students to critically evaluate the extent to which the writer 
has been successful in creating characters within a specified section of the text.  

➢ A student, having read this section of the text said: ……… To what extent do you 

agree? In your response, you could: • write about your own impressions of the 

characters • evaluate how the writer has created these impressions • support your 

opinions with quotations from the text. 

Sample Student Response:  

They must all be terrified and are feeling and thinking the same. They are “exclaiming in unison”. 
The use of the word “exclaiming” just shows us how scared they must be, and how terrified because 
of the weather. By them all being together and acting as one, I feel as if I am there too, with them. 

Reading this, I think and want the same as she does. I feel as though I too am on the coach, seeking 
protection. 

 

 

PAPER 2 - Writers’ viewpoints and perspectives 

AO4 is not tested on paper 2  



Language – AO5/6  

AO5-Communicate clearly, effectively and 
imaginatively, selecting and adapting tone, style 
and register for different forms, purposes and 
audiences. Organise information and ideas, using 
structural and grammatical features to support 
coherence and cohesion of texts. (this means 
Write in different forms and for a range of purposes and audiences. Organise information and ideas 
using structural and grammatical features. 

AO6-Candidates must use a range of vocabulary and sentence structures for clarity, purpose and 
effect, with accurate spelling and punctuation. (this means Write accurately without compromising 
creativity and risk taking.) 

PAPER 1 - Explorations in creative reading and writing 

You are going to enter a creative writing competition. Your entry will be judged by a panel of people 
of your own age. Either: Write a description suggested by this picture (visual image provided). Or: 
Write the opening part of a story about a place that is severely affected by the weather. 

This question addresses all of the elements of both AO5 and AO6. This question will always follow 
the same format in that:  

• it will provide a context for the students with notional audience, form and purpose  

• it will provide a choice from two prompts  

• it will use bold text to set out the task  

• it will always provide at least one visual and one written stimulus  

• it will focus on description, and or narrative writing in keeping with the identity of the paper  

• it will always be related to the theme of the reading stimulus. The choice of task will randomly 
change:  

• sometimes a choice of description or narration tasks  

• sometimes a choice of two description tasks  or sometimes a choice of two narration tasks. 

 

PAPER 2 - Writers’ viewpoints and perspectives 

➢ The reading sources act as potential support for students to write about their own 
viewpoint. There are two components to the task: a provocative statement followed by a 
requirement to write in a form, for an audience, and with a purpose.  

 
➢ the reading source that has to be studied, acts as a bridge or stimulus for the writing task. 

 
➢ Write an article for a broadsheet newspaper in which you explain your point of view on this 

statement. 

 


